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* 2. German ships must on no account be allowed to fall
into the hands of the enemy in time of war.
* The sinking of the interned ships was therefore con-
sidered in the case of an attempt at seizure or in case
hostilities were resumed due to the Peace Treaty not
being signed.   The surrender of the ships was envisaged
if the Treaty were signed, as it could not be foreseen what
consequences the refusal to surrender would have on the
sorely pressed  German  Government,  about  which  I
received no information.    The necessary orders have
already been published, and apparently must have been
found out by the English. They cannot be held against me.
* On Friday, the 20 June, during the afternoon, I
learned from The Times of the 16 June, the official text
of the German counter-proposals.   In them, the German
Fleet was to be used as an object of barter.  That evening
I had a wireless message sent to the German Government
requesting that the officers might be relieved of their
duty before the surrender.
1 This wireless message was sent by the first available
opportunity to the English Admiral in Scapa Flow,
Sir S. R. Fremantle, on the 21 June for transmission.
' After the sending of this message the English news-
papers of Tuesday the 17 June arrived. In them was the
official text of the final reply of the Entente to the German
Government. It contained the refusal to take the interned
Fleet into consideration as an object of barter, and
expressed its absolute refusal of the German counter-
proposals. In The Times, it also said that the German
Government was to give a definite answer within five
days from the reply to her counter-proposals, and that
during the last three days of this five-day respite the
Armistice would automatically expire. As this reply was
made on the 16 June, I had to conclude that if the Peace
Treaty were not signed by Saturday the 21 June, a state
of war would again be in force. Judging by the tone of
refusal of the final note of the Entente and by the speech